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For at least these reasons, Applicants respectfully assert that the independent claims 
are patentable over the applied references. The dependent claims are likewise patentable over 
the applied references for at least the reasons discussed as well as for the additional features 
they recite. Consequently, all the claims are in condition for allowance. Thus, Applicants 
respectfully request that the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §103 be withdrawn. 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, Applicants respectfully submit 
that this application is in condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt 
allowance are earnestly solicited. 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further is desirable in order to place this 



application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact 
Applicants' undersigned representative at the telephone number listed below. 




Respectfully submitted, 



James^A: Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 



Gerhard W. Thielman 
Registration No. 43,186 
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Oliff & Berridge, plc 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 
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